
Introduction
Enabling Rural Innovation (ERI) is a farmer cantered approach that seeks for equal distribution of value creating capabilities for 
agro-ecosystem development. This study was conducted in Tororo District, Eastern Uganda to assess the contribution of ERI to 
agro ecosystem health (AESH). The ERI approach emphasizes capacity building among farmers’, promotes farming as a 
business and is entrepreneurial based. In Tororo, ERI approach contributed about 63% to the economic health of the farms 
assessed. 
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Results and discussion
Land under production
About 58.3% of the farmers used above 50% of their land for
agricultural production as 17 out of 20 farmers are female yet
land is owned by the male. Women therefore have no
equitable access to land. In addition farmers lack input to
invest in agricultural land.

Average annual income
Of the farmers, 78.7% earn between 2million Ug shs to
5million Ug shs. Farmers practice diverse agricultural activities
including agro forestry, beekeeping and also do other
economic activities like brewery and business thus
contributing to the relatively high income.

Asset investments
With investments, 62.5% of the farmers had at least 5
types of productive assets under productive use. From the
income earned from agricultural practices. Farmers are
able to save and invest on other assets. Such include
plantation, motorcycles and land for income generation.

Livestock, Apiary and Fisheries
About 62% of farmers owned >1 type of livestock but <50
in number like cattle or poultry. This enhances food
security, manure sources and income source.
Furthermore, farmers also practiced beekeeping and fish
farming for income generation.

Conclusion and Recommendations
ERI has contributed to the growth of the economic agro
ecosystem health in Tororo. More effort is needed to
sensitize and mobilize farmers to embrace the approach.
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Methodology
Students developed  indicators  that can help assess different 
aspects of AESH including economic health. Questionnaires 
developed were pre-tested at farmers’ level and used to 
collect data. 

The 24 farmers in Rubonge Sub county and under Caritas 
Tororo/Horizon3000 were randomly selected. Field 
observations and interviews formed the basis of data 
collection. Statistical analysis was done using SPSS version 22.
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