
Introduction 
Agriculture contributes about 42% of the national GDP of Uganda. Research was conducted in Rakai District of Central Uganda to assess the contribution of organic 
agriculture on various components of agroecosystems health. The research tasks were divided into four working groups each focusing on a particular topic. This poster 
reports on the findings on farm economic health. 
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Methodology 
Preliminary indicators reflecting economic health 
were developed by students, pre-tested at 
farmers’ level before being refined into 
questionnaires and applied to the actual farmer 
groups in Lwanda and Dwaniro sub-counties. 
Respondents were applying the ERI approach, 
and in the process of conversion to certified 
organic agriculture. 54 farmer households within 
CARITAS MADDO groups were selected randomly 
and consequently assessed. Field observations 
and interviews were used. Statistical analysis was 
done using SPSS ver. 16. 
 

Results and Discussion 
Source of income: Agriculture is the mainstay of 
Rakai farmers as illustrated in the figure. This 
may be linked to existence of relatively large farm 
areas under production (average size) the major 
crop being coffee. 41 % of respondents identified 
a mixture of sales of agricultural products and 
small scale trade as the major source of income 
while provision of personal labour is encountered 
rarely. Salary follows due to work diversification 
while those who provide daily labour are less 
involved in their own farms. 
Annual average income: Majority of farmers 
earn an income of more than 500,000 UGX from 
their farms (Fig. 1); above the poverty line of 1.2 
USD per day (FAO). 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Source of inputs: 63% of Dwaniro and 67% of 
Lwanda farmers use one or two external inputs 
e.g. labour, fertilizers or seeds. Pender et al (2004) 
observed that higher income levels result in 
increased use of external inputs because most 
farmers are in the conversion stage to organic 
agriculture (OA). However, in OA, it is highly 
preferable to use on-farm inputs due to lower 
production costs  
 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
In banana-coffee intercropping, coffee is a viable 
source of rural income. Achieving organic 
certification and linking farmers to viable organic 
markets would enable farmers to cover recurring 
losses after payment of organic premiums. 
Organic agriculture can transform the country 
from a predominant peasant and low income 
country to a competitive upper middle income 
hence achieve the country's vision 2040 (Uganda 
Vision 2040 document). 
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